Gender differences in changes in and stability of conduct problems from early adolescence to early adulthood.
The present paper examines whether there are gender differences in changes in the aggregate level and individual stability of conduct problems from early adolescence to early adulthood. We analysed self-reported data collected as part of a longitudinal general population study of Norwegian adolescents (n = 1,234). The analyses showed that involvement in conduct problems for both genders peaked in mid-adolescence. The extent to which this peak reflected changes in the number of participants or differences in the frequency of problems among the participants varied according to gender. In most cases, the individual stability of involvement in conduct problems was similar for girls and boys. However, in the long term, relative involvement was more stable for boys than for girls. Moreover, the proportion of boys who showed a high level of involvement both during adolescence and early adulthood was greater than for girls.